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I. NATURE OF THE CASE  

1. “It is better to keep your mouth closed and let people think you are a fool, than to 

open it and remove all doubt.”1  Sage advice, albeit advice that isn't followed by many including 

Mr. Oltmann. And why would he? Joseph Oltmann is an infamous swindler of truth, known for 

spinning delusions whose grandeur is matched only by their rank absurdity.  A few examples, 

which were made in a single episode of his podcast “Conservative Daily”: 

• Antifa—self-described as an anti-white supremacy and anti-fascist organization2—is 

actually, miraculously, conspiring with those it exists to oppose, Nazis, in the Federal 

Intelligence Service of Germany to control American elections.  It gets better.   

• Volodymyr Zelensky, the President of Ukraine, whose father fought in the Red Army 

against the Nazis and who lost five relatives in the Holocaust, is a Nazi collaborator 

and closet Devil worshipper.   

• Sarah Ashton-Cirillo (“Sarah”), a transgender author on assignment in Kharkiv, 

Ukraine, for an LGBTQ magazine, is actually a secret Nazi operative and “accessory 

to the murder” of a “journalist” named Gonzolo Lira, who, miracle upon miracle, 

despite his brutal death (decapitation it was said), happens to be alive.   

2. Mr. Oltmann’s greatest deception, however, is being the source of the mind-

numbing, logic-slaughtering, oh-god-not-this-again, “Stop the Steal” drivel.  It was his affidavit, 

one in which he claimed that he (curiouser and curiouser) ended up on an Antifa conference call 

1 Mark Twain.   
2 https://www.adl.org/antifa

https://www.adl.org/antifa
https://www.adl.org/antifa
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(the oddest of bedfellows) and heard an “Eric” claim, expressly out loud, that “don’t worry, I am 

going to steal the election for Joe Biden.”   

3.  Eric Coomer, an employee of Dominion Voting Systems Corporation, was later 

identified by Mr. Oltmann as being the Eric in question.  And thus, a conspiracy was born.  

Despite the fantastical nature of this claim, for which Mr. Oltmann has provided zero verifiable 

factual basis, his affidavit spawned a plethora of further affidavits, eventually contributing to the 

January 6th insurrection.  Furthermore, he helped clog the courts with dozens of election-related 

lawsuits, and, worst of all, led Mike Lindell into talking about something other than pillows.   

4. When he’s not espousing fringe theories that are thick with innuendo and vacant 

of evidentiary substance, Mr. Oltmann alternates to explaining, with a patina of religious fervor, 

that he only speaks the truth, and that he is the crusader for the “Truth” against a world teeming 

with secret conspiracies.  However, Mr. Oltmann’s only personal truth is greed.  Pure and 

simple.  A greed that is fed by an ever-devolving arms race of extremism, lies, defamation, and 

threats.  The faster he races to the bottom, the more money he makes, and the further he 

distances himself from a long string of business failures, multiple foreclosures, and dozens of 

lawsuits.3

5. Mr. Oltmann—knowing it was false—accused Sarah on his podcast of being a 

fake author who was hunting journalists on behalf of Nazis for the purpose of having them 

killed.  This was the explanation for Mr. Lira’s disappearance, according to Mr. Oltmann.  Not 

once, or even twice, but over and over again.  This, according to Mr. Oltmann, made Sarah an 

3 An ancient Roman proverb teaches that “greed is like seawater; the more you drink, the thirstier 
you become.”  Mr. Oltmann, as a benefit of his extremism, has gone from being a twice-foreclosed 
courthouse regular to enjoying the luxuries of a palatial 1.5+ million-dollar estate in Castle Rock, 
Colorado.   
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accomplice to murder—and an actual criminal subject to prosecution—because Mr. Lira was in 

fact dead.  Mr. Oltmann requested that his listeners attack Sarah, the “piece of trash” and “she-

man” who killed another “American journalist,” Mr. Lira.   

6. As a transgender woman in the middle of a warzone, 10 miles from the Russian-

Ukrainian border, Mr. Oltmann’s repugnant behavior was not only defamatory and severely 

damaging to Sarah’s reputation, it placed her in imminent physical danger.4  Soon, Sarah was 

receiving hundreds of messages threatening all manner of death, physical harm, and mutilation 

directly tied to the bogus Lira accusations.  She was told that she would suffer this fate not only 

in Ukraine, but also when she returned to the United States.  The lies were spread as fact, like a 

wildfire, across social media, reiterated by unscrupulous pundits, and magnified by Russian trolls 

who have become the life-partners of extremists who tip the scales at both ends of the political 

spectrum.5

4 The involvement of Russian and Chechen military units in the conflict serves to magnify the risk 
of extrajudicial killing, torture, mutilation, and unlawful imprisonment.  Both Russia and 
Chechnya subject LGTBQ persons to these outcomes with appalling regularity.  Chechnyan leader 
Ramzan Kadyrov denies even the possibility that anyone in a country with a population of 1.5 
million is LGTBQ, and openly advocates familial honor killings as punishment.  In the year 2013, 
the Russian Duma unanimously passed a bill known as the gay propaganda law.  In 2022, Vitaly 
Milnov, a deputy who spearheaded the law, began cohosting a YouTube show entitled “I’m not 
Gay,” wherein 8 contestants’ heterosexuality is tested through a variety of humiliating tactics, until 
the elimination rounds find the hidden homosexual amongst the group.  Russian and Chechen 
soldiers have already engaged in widespread war crimes and even genocide against everyday men, 
women, children, and even dogs and cats throughout the conflict, who are not otherwise subjected 
to the same terrors as the LGTBQ community.  It doesn’t take much imagination to foresee the 
grim fate that such war criminals would inflict upon Sarah were she to fall into their grasp.   

5 Detailed statistics collected by Twitter convincingly demonstrate the causal relationship between 
Mr. Oltmann’s defamatory statements and the harassment, threats, and widespread reputational 
damage inflicted upon Sarah.  For example and without limitation, the overall traffic connected to 
Sarah’s account increased by over a half-million from the day before to the day of Mr. Oltmann’s 
subject podcast.  By all virtually every metric, Mr. Oltmann’s podcast doubled Sarah’s online 
visibility, interactions, and mentions, which was overwhelmingly negative, threatening, and 
damaging.   
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7. Mr. Lira, however, was never dead.  He was alive and well.  And his temporary 

absence was his own fault: he was apprehended and interrogated by Ukranian law enforcement 

officials for his flagrant and repeated violations of national-security laws, which went into place 

as a consequence of the invasion.  He is likely regurgitating Russian propaganda on Twitter right 

now.   

8. By this time, however, the damage was done.  Reputation is everything when 

attempting to cultivate potential sources in the context of an ongoing armed conflict.  Mr. 

Oltmann’s purpose in defaming Sarah and weaponizing the sewer-dwellers that populate the 

world-wide web was twofold.  First, to falsely convert Sarah’s actual profession into some type 

of Trojan Horse, a cover, to facilitate her alleged “actual” mission: to identify, hunt down, and 

murder at the behest of her purported Nazi overseers.  Second, to the extent that failed to get rid 

of her by making her job impossible to perform, to eliminate her by causing an intolerable threat 

to her personal safety.     

9.  In one sense, this is a legal dispute between two people.  But it is a metaphor for 

something much larger, which directly touches each of us.  Yet again, humanity finds itself 

engaged in conflict.  On February 24, 2022, the totalitarian regime of Vladimir Putin launched a 

massive invasion involving over 200,000 soldiers and thousands of armored vehicles into the 

fledging democracy of Ukraine.  Months later, Ukraine stands as a beacon of resistance, bravery, 

and strength whose light has ignited the dreams of an entire generation.   

10. This war, however, extends beyond the occupied cities of eastern Ukraine.  It 

extends to the hearts and minds of every American.  To the steps of the U.S. Capitol on January 

6, 2021.  And where the Russian war criminal’s tools of war include banned cluster munitions 

and the indiscriminate shelling of hospitals, in this country, the enemies of democracy, the 
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Joseph Oltmanns, weaponize fraudulent affidavits, disinformation, and extremist, hate-filled 

rhetoric spewed from the organs of social media, podcasts, and the internet.  The tools of the 

trade are different, but no less dangerous and despicable, and the goals no less ominous.     

11. They cannot win, and will not win.  Mr. Oltmann will be judged by history, and 

will soon fade in anonymity.  It was he who sought to transform the First Amendment into a 

suicide pact.  It was he, who, acting as a false prophet, beckoned his followers under the torch of 

righteousness off the edge of a cliff, and into the abyss of hatred, lies, and spite, to feed his 

starving egomania and empty wallet.   

12. In stark contrast, Sarah has fearlessly lived and reported from Ukraine since the 

shortly after the commencement of hostilities.  Along the way, she has endured relentless 

harassment from Mr. Oltmann, his listeners, and the online trolls who serve the Putin 

dictatorship.  For once, Mr. Oltmann will be held fully to account for his virtual jihad against 

Sarah, against the truth, and against the Ukrainian people.  Sarah brings this civil action seeking 

damages and injunctive relief for defamation.   

II. PARTIES, JURISDICTION, AND VENUE  

13.  Sarah Ashton-Cirillo is a natural person and resident of Nevada.  Sarah is on 

assignment currently in the nation of Ukraine as an author and columnist on behalf of LGBTQ 

Nation, an online news magazine.   

14. Joseph Oltmann is a natural person who resides at 8245 Keith Court, Castle Rock, 

Colorado, 80108.  Mr. Oltmann is apparently the President of extremist right-wing activist group 

FEC United and the host of the Conservative Daily podcast.  Mr. Oltmann claims to be a 

successful businessperson with numerous business interests, but he has been involved in 40+ 

lawsuits in Colorado alone since the year 2000, a rate of two per year.   
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15. Venue is proper in this Court under C.R.C.P. 98, because the torts at issue in this 

litigation were committed in Denver County, Colorado.   

16. This Court has territorial jurisdiction under both general and specific jurisdiction 

because the Defendant is domiciled in this state and committed the tortious acts alleged herein 

while situated in this state.   

III. GENERAL ALLEGATIONS  

17. Mr. Oltmann is an extremist, right-wing political commentator who runs the 

Conservative Daily podcast.   

18. The Conservative Daily podcast has become notorious as a forum where Mr. 

Oltmann espouses extremist viewpoints, including but not limited to (1) calling for the mass 

executions of Governor Jared Polis and 19 U.S. Senators who voted with Democrats to approve 

an 11-week stopgap spending bill; (2) falsely claiming he was the victim of a politically-

motivated biological warfare attack from anthrax; (3) various QAnon conspiracy theories that 

Democrats are in fact cannibalistic child molesters that are part of a globalist secret society; and 

(4) an extravaganza of debunked claims that the 2020 Presidential Election was stolen by Antifa, 

Dominion Voting Systems, and Joseph R. Biden, the current President of the United States.   

19. He is currently a defendant in another defamation action pending in Denver 

District Court (the “Coomer Litigation”), brought by Eric Coomer, Ph.D., an employee of 

Dominion Voting Systems, Inc. (“Dominion”).6

20. Mr. Oltmann is perhaps the most central figure in the widely-discredited 2020 

Presidential Campaign Conspiracy (the “2020 Conspiracy”).  Mr. Oltmann provided the 

6 The case was filed on December 22, 2020, and assigned case number 2020 CV 34319.   
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purported evidence in the form of an affidavit (the “Oltmann Affidavit”) that was the launchpad 

for a litany of frivolous lawsuits seeking to overturn the 2020 Presidential Election.   

21. In the Oltmann Affidavit, he falsely claimed to have attended an Antifa zoom 

conference call, where he overheard someone named “Eric from Dominion” promise to prevent 

Donald Trump from winning the 2020 Presidential Election.   

22. Despite multiple opportunities, Mr. Oltmann has failed and refused to provide any 

objective, independent evidence substantiating that the call took place, such as phone records, 

who was on the call, or anything beyond wild speculation.    

23. Seizing upon the Oltmann Affidavit, the Trump Campaign and its cohorts 

unleashed a tidal wave of litigation across the United States, which on their face sought to 

overturn the 2020 Presidential Election on the basis of fraud.     

24. While there were other affidavits filed by persons other than Mr. Oltmann, none 

of them purported to have personal knowledge of any relevant facts.  Instead, they stated 

generalized emotions concerning election integrity.   

25. Thus, but-for the Oltmann Affidavit, which was proffered as “evidence” in 

support of their baseless claims, the 2020 Conspiracy-related lawsuits would have been resolved 

with greater speed, lower attorney’s fees, and less uncertainty.   

26. Although the 2020 Conspiracy proponents championed the cause of election 

integrity, it was never about that.  Instead, as one Federal District Court Judge stated, “[it] was 

never about fraud—it was about undermining the People’s faith in our democracy and debasing 

the judicial process to do so.”7

7 Opinion and Order, 2:20-cv-13134-LVP-RSW, ECF Entry No. 172, p. 3.   
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27. All of the lawsuits based on the 2020 Conspiracy failed.8  Several parties and 

attorneys were excoriated for their roles in pushing the 2020 Conspiracy narrative, from the 

issuance of monetary sanctions to disbarment of the attorneys who brought these actions.   

28. While most people would find a place for self-reflection after receiving perhaps 

the most overwhelming, consistent, and widespread judicial rejection of any legal theory in the 

history of American jurisprudence, Mr. Oltmann doubled down, moving ever further into the 

abyss.  

29. For example, in the Coomer Litigation, both he and his attorneys have been 

repeatedly sanctioned.  Most recently, he was punished to the tune of $33,988.24 for refusing to 

show up to a scheduled deposition, and when he finally did show up, refusing to answer 

questions.  The one who stands for “Truth” refuses to testify.   

30. The latter incident occurred when Mr. Oltmann decided to, rather than attend a 

previously-scheduled deposition, instead attend the “Cyber Symposium” hosted by Mike Lindell, 

the well-established conspiracy dealer.   

31. Despite admitting that he purposely ignored a lawfully-scheduled deposition of 

which he had notice, a willful violation of the Rules of Civil Procedure, Mr. Oltmann’s irrational 

response was to accuse the Judge of being a member of Antifa who is colluding with Mr. 

Coomer.   

8 See Jacob Shamsian and Sonam Sheth, Trump and His Allies Filed More Than 40 Lawsuits 
Challenging the 2020 Election Results. All of Them Failed, Business Insider (February 22, 2021), 
https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-campaign-lawsuitselection-results-2020-11 (describing 
13 failed lawsuits in Pennsylvania, four lawsuits in Nevada, five in Georgia, five in Michigan, four 
in Arizona, seven in Wisconsin and one in New Mexico); Amy Sherman and Miriam Valverde, 
Joe Biden is Right That More Than 60 of Trump’s Election Lawsuits Lacked Merit, PolitiFact 
(January 8, 2021), https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2021/jan/08/joe-biden/joe-biden-right-
more-60-trumpselection-lawsuits-l/. 

https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-campaign-lawsuitselection-results-2020-11
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2021/jan/08/joe-biden/joe-biden-right-more-60-trumpselection-lawsuits-l/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2021/jan/08/joe-biden/joe-biden-right-more-60-trumpselection-lawsuits-l/
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32. This contumacious disrespect for the Court is certainly not the product of 

unfamiliarity with the legal process, for which Mr. Oltmann is well-versed.  In just the 21st 

century alone, Mr. Oltmann has found himself embroiled in 52 separate criminal and civil cases 

as party.  These include numerous debt-collection proceedings, two completed foreclosures, 

lawsuits alleging that his former auto dealership had stolen money from consumers and had his 

dealer’s license revoked, and various and sundry other disputes.9

33. It stands to reason that one who is willing to engage in blatant fraud to destroy the 

world’s most treasured democracy would be willing to defame and endanger someone he 

disagreed with.  His efforts to sell Americans on the 2020 Conspiracy forced Mr. Coomer—who 

was subjected to death threats, prank calls, and a blitzkrieg of harassment—to go into hiding in 

his own home.   

34. On April 21, 2022, Mr. Oltmann’s podcast had an episode entitled “Daily Beast – 

Accessory to Murder.”10  Therein, Mr. Oltman said, repeatedly, (1) Sarah is actually a secret 

Nazi operative; (2) Sarah’s presence in Ukraine is not as an author or columnist on assignment, 

but instead, to allegedly benefit her Nazi overseers; (3) that she intentionally searched out, found, 

and reported a “journalist”11 named Gonzolo Lira, to purported Nazis in the Ukrainian 

government, for the purpose of having him killed, apparently through a beheading; and (4) that 

9 The cases attached to Mr. Oltmann’s name are listed within Exhibit 1. 
10 Mr. Oltmann’s episode titles give a window into his extremist worldview.  For example, Episode 
755, on April 27, 2022, was entitled “Dr. Anthony Fauci, Psychopath MD Continues Lying and 
Killing Americans.”  It would be comical if it weren’t so dangerous.   

11 Gonzolo Lira is not a journalist.  He is a Russian sympathizer, a criminal who repeatedly violated 
Ukrainian law by posting vile Russian propaganda and disinformation during the conflict (and he 
continues to do so), and who has a long history of questionable online activities.  The Daily Beast 
did a story on Mr. Lira, which was less than flattering.  It is commended to the reader.   



11 

her actions, intentionally carried out, satisfied the criminal elements under American law for 

committing the offense of being an accessory to murder.   

35. All of these statements are false, and Mr. Oltmann knew it when he made them.  

One of his guests during the podcast repeatedly told him that Mr. Lira, who at that point had only 

been out of contact with his online followers for a few days, was just as likely to be alive and in 

custody with Ukrainian law enforcement.   

36. The fact is that he could not say that Mr. Lira was dead and further confirmation 

was necessary before making such statements.  This same guest was introduced by Mr. Oltmann 

as an expert on Ukraine, and yet, he ignored his calls for caution and patience before making 

definitive statements about either Mr. Lira’s whereabouts or Sarah’s motivations.  

37. Moreover, in order for Mr. Oltmann to make statements regarding the content of 

Sarah’s Twitter posts, he had to review those posts, which included her identity and her status as 

a columnist affiliated with multiple American publications, of widespread circulation.  And Mr. 

Oltmann’s statements further indicated that he performed background research on Sarah.   

38. Any person looking into Sarah’s background, her online posts, her Twitter feed, 

or her employment history would clearly understand that she finds any Nazi-related sympathies 

or motivations abhorrent. 

39. More directly, she is the polar opposite of a right-wing, Nazi sympathizer.   She 

works for a prominent LGBTQ online publication, she is famous for infiltrating the Proud Boys, 

among other far right-wing groups, in order to expose their extremist activities, and she is an 

advocate for inclusivity.12

12 Sarah had over 10,000 Twitter followers.  She has been covered extensively by mainstream 
media outlets and was profiled for her activities against the Proud Boys and similar groups in The 
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40. Mr. Oltmann not only made false statements of fact regarding Sarah, the 

statements made were outrageous and defamatory.  Calling someone a Nazi, who works for 

Nazis, for the purpose of hunting down and assassinating purported journalists instantly brands 

them as a purveyor of genocide, crimes against humanity, and fascism, activities which led to the 

darkest periods of human history, World War II, in which over 60 million people were killed.   

41. Moreover, stating that someone who is a prominent figure in journalism, along 

with mass media as a whole, as a fake, one who works in secret to violently subvert the very core 

principles of freedom of speech and the press that stand at the core of our national identity, is 

akin to carrying out the death penalty on their career.   

42. Such defamatory statements not only destroy their reputation, they severely 

curtail the ability to cultivate and keep sources, which are the lifeblood of any columnist or 

author operating in a warzone.  Mr. Oltmann effectively branded Sarah as the enemy.   

43. More importantly, Mr. Oltmann’s defamation created an immediate risk to 

Sarah’s health, safety, and welfare.  Ukraine is currently inundated with Chechen and Russian 

fighters, both of whom have a documented history of mutilating, kidnapping, and killing of 

transgender persons.   

44. As noted above, the backlash resulting from Mr. Oltmann’s podcast was 

immediate and severe.  Sarah began receiving several hundred messages, both directly and in 

reply to her online postings, containing the most vile, hateful, and disgusting invective humanly 

possible—threats of death, kidnapping, mutilation, and name-calling.  Simply horrific.   

Daily Beast.  Mr. Oltmann is familiar with the Daily Beast, as referenced in the title of the podcast 
at issue.   
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45.  Mr. Oltmann expressly identified Sarah during his podcast, called her an array of 

transphobic slurs such “she-man” who is a “piece of trash.”  Yet again, Mr. Oltmann turned the 

salutary goals of the First Amendment on their ear, and used it instead as a vehicle to weaponize 

Russian disinformation, transphobic hatred, and extremism on a worldwide scale.   

46. In this way, Mr. Oltmann continued his long-standing pattern of turning 

civilization’s treasure—freedom of speech, faith in American elections, and the treasured 

democratic processes of the world’s first Jeffersonian democracy—into trash, for the inelegant 

purpose of debased greed.   

47. Mr. Lira, in fact, was alive the entire time.  His head was still attached.  He was 

merely detained for a brief period of time by the Ukrainian authorities.  Right now, he is posting 

Russian disinformation and falsehoods, while enjoying the fruits and benefits of Ukrainian 

citizenship.   

48. Mr. Oltmann does not care about the truth.  While he may vociferously claim that 

he is finding and protecting the truth against a worldwide conspiracy of left-leaning cannibals, he 

is in fact a fraud and a charlatan, whose only concern is racing faster and farther to the bottom, to 

out-extreme his competition for the purpose of lining his pockets.   

49. Mr. Oltmann’s defamatory statements were false and caused Sarah to suffer actual 

and presumed damages.  They were part of an intentional campaign to harm Sarah, and very 

likely could have caused her to be killed, kidnapped, or tortured.  She continues to receive 

hundreds of death threats on a daily basis.   

50. This harassment objectively doubled in the 24 hours after Mr. Oltmann’s podcast, 

as referenced above.  And it continues, unabated.  Mr. Oltmann must be held accountable by the 

judicial system that he so viciously despises.   
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III. CLAIMS FOR RELIEF  

First Claim for Relief – Defamation Per Se  

51. Sarah incorporates by reference the foregoing allegations as if fully set forth 

herein.  

52. Mr. Oltmann published numerous false statements of fact, of and concerning 

Sarah, to hundreds if not thousands of third persons.   

53. These false statements of fact were defamatory per se, because they contained 

factual statements that she was a criminal and were inconsistent with her business, trade, or 

profession.   

54. Mr. Oltmann acted with actual malice, in that he knew he was falsely defaming 

Sarah, or acted with at least reckless disregard as to whether he was falsely defaming Sarah, but 

proceeded forward.  

55. These false statements of fact proximately caused Sarah both actual and presumed 

damages, in an amount to be proven at trial.   

Second Claim for Relief – Defamation  

56. Sarah incorporates by reference the foregoing allegations as if fully set forth 

herein.   

57. Mr. Oltmann published numerous false statements of fact, of and concerning 

Sarah, to hundreds if not thousands of third persons.   

58.  These false statements of fact were defamatory, in that they were likely to expose 

Sarah to hatred, contempt, or ridicule as to a substantial portion of her community.   
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59. These false statements of fact caused Mr. Oltmann acted with actual malice, in 

that he knew he was falsely defaming Sarah, or acted with at least reckless disregard as to 

whether he was falsely defaming Sarah, but proceeded forward.  

60. These false statements of fact proximately caused Sarah both actual and presumed 

damages, in an amount to be proven at trial.   

IV. PRAYER FOR RELIEF  

Sarah respectfully requests the Court enter judgment in her favor on each claim, and 

award the following relief:  

1. Economic damages;  

2. Non-economic damages for emotional distress and mental anguish;  

3. Pre and post-judgment interest;  

4. Injunctive relief against further defamatory statements; and  

5. Such other and further relief as the Court deems proper.   

Dated this 28th day of April, 2022 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE LAW OFFICE OF IAN T. HICKS LLC 

By:   Ian T. Hicks                     
                     Ian T. Hicks 

Plaintiff’s Address:  Withheld for security reasons.   


